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BXla Vinaka.

Once again, I·m joining \oX afWer a comprehensiYe XpdaWe from oXr medical e[perWs, along ZiWh Whe World HealWh

Organi]aWion, on Whe COVID-19 pandemic.

Latest

Fiji Appointed as Vice-chair for the WHO Regional Committee Meeting
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Globall\, Where are noZ oYer 414,000 conÀrmed cases in 194 coXnWries and WerriWories. HXndreds are d\ing eYer\ da\. We·re

seeing a WroXbling Wrend of a 10% da\-oYer-da\ increase in WoWal cases ²² indicaWing Whe ZorsW of Whe spread is \eW Wo come.

As \oX all knoZ, Fiji conÀrmed oXr ÀrsW COVID-19 case lasW Zeek on Whe 19Wh of March 2020.

OXr ÀrsW paWienW, along ZiWh Whe Whree oWhers diagnosed since, are all in sWable condiWion. All foXr remain safel\ isolaWed from

Whe pXblic.

WiWh eYer\ case of Whe YirXs, oXr conWacW Wracing Weam has been aggressiYel\ idenWif\ing, qXaranWining and WesWing eYer\ person

Zho came inWo conWacW ZiWh an\ of Whe conÀrmed COVID-19 paWienWs.

ThaW Weam qXickl\ deWermined WhaW oXr ÀrsW paWienW ²² Whe ÁighW aWWendanW from LaXWoka ²² aWWended a ZXmba class Zhile he

Zas displa\ing s\mpWoms. All members of WhaW class Zere direcWed Wo self-qXaranWine Whe same da\ oXr ÀrsW paWienW Zas

diagnosed, Whe 19Wh of March. The\ Zere each insWrXcWed Wo immediaWel\ alerW oXr medical Weams if Whe\ began deYeloping

s\mpWoms.

YesWerda\, foXr da\s inWo compXlsor\ self-qXaranWine, one of Whe class members, a 31-\ear-old Zoman, began displa\ing

s\mpWoms. DXring Wheir ZXmba class, she Zorked oXW in close pro[imiW\ ZiWh Whe ÀrsW paWienW and shared a hXg. When she laWer

recognised her s\mpWoms, she noWiÀed oXr rapid response medical Weams, Zho secXrel\ and h\gienicall\ WransporWed her Yia

ambXlance Wo Whe isolaWion Zard aW LaXWoka HospiWal. She Zas WesWed. Earl\ Whis morning, she Zas conÀrmed as Fiji·s ÀfWh case

of COVID-19.

Once again, Ze·re lXck\ WhaW Whis paWienW Zas in qXaranWine Zhen her s\mpWoms ÀrsW deYeloped. She shares a hoXsehold ZiWh

nine oWhers ²² WZo of Zhom Zere also shoZing s\mpWoms and haYe been isolaWed in LaXWoka HospiWal. The oWher seYen remain

Xnder sWricW qXaranWine in Whe home, Zhich is Xnder consWanW police sXrYeillance.

For an\one oXW Where sWill asking Zh\ Ze·Ye had Wo shXW doZn Whe LaXWoka conÀned area, Whis case is e[acWl\ Zh\. We kneZ

Where Zas a risk WhaW oXr ÀrsW paWienW ma\ haYe spread Whe YirXs Wo oWhers. ThaW is Zh\ Ze did noW hesiWaWe in shXWWing doZn

moYemenW inWo and oXW of Whe LaXWoka conÀned area. No one in and no one oXW. If Ze hadn·W done so, Whis neZ paWienW coXld

haYe WraYeled Wo oWher parWs of Fiji, poWenWiall\ e[posing oWhers and YasWl\ complicaWing oXr conWacW Wracing efforWs.

As for Whe case Ze idenWiÀed \esWerda\ ²² Whe \oXng man Zho caXghW Whe YirXs in S\dne\ ² Ze don·W haYe an\ major XpdaWes.

He is in isolaWion aW NaYXa HospiWal, in sWable condiWion, as are all of Whe oWher members of his hoXsehold.

NoZ I need Wo Wake a momenW Wo giYe all Fijians a hard lesson in honesW\ and responsibiliW\.

As Ze knoZ, oXr ÀrsW paWienW Zas a ÁighW aWWendanW in LaXWoka. According Wo his ÀrsW sWaWemenW, he onl\ began shoZing

s\mpWoms a da\ before he Zas admiWWed Wo hospiWal.

OXr sXbseqXenW inYesWigaWions reYealed WhaW XnforWXnaWel\, Ze Zeren·W giYen Whe fXll sWor\. WiWnesses Well Xs he had been

shoZing s\mpWoms, inclXding coXghing, da\s prior and WhaW he failed Wo place himself in self-qXaranWine. So, oXr conWacW
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Wracing had Wo be e[Wended fXrWher back Wo idenWif\ eYen more people he ma\ haYe conWacWed and geW Whem inWo qXaranWine as

Zell.

This is ZaWer Xnder Whe bridge; none of Xs shoXld ZasWe Wime WargeWing or Yilif\ing oXr ÀrsW paWienW ²² Ze all haYe mXch more

imporWanW Zork Wo focXs on. MosW of Whe indiYidXals Ze·Ye had Wo conWacW haYe been placed in compXlsor\ self-qXaranWine.

HoZeYer, Where are sWill si[ indiYidXals, all in Whe WesWern DiYision, Zho haYe \eW Wo come forZard. The XpdaWed lisW of Whese

names is again posWed on Whe MinisWr\ of HealWh·s Facebook page.

This goes Wo shoZ WZo Whings: NXmber one, Whe measXres resWricWing WraYel oXW of Whe LaXWoka conÀned area remain YiWal.

Those measXres Zill remain in effecW for aW leasW Whe ne[W eighW da\s depending on Whe oXWcomes of oXr conWacW Wracing. We

Zon·W hesiWaWe Wo e[Wend Whose resWricWions if necessar\.

NXmber WZo, eYer\ Fijian needs Wo Well Whe WrXWh Wo oXr healWh ofÀcials. If \oX lie, \oX coXld cosW people Wheir Yer\ liYes. Be

honesW ZiWh oXr docWors, nXrses, police ofÀcers, and medical Weams aboXW Zhere \oX·Ye been, Zho \oX haYe seen and, if \oX·re

XnZell, Well Whem e[acWl\ Zhen \oX sWarWed feeling sick. Help Whem help \oX, and help Fiji beaW Whis YirXs. B\ being dishonesW,

\oX aren·W proWecWing \oXr loYed ones from isolaWion; \oX are pXWWing Wheir liYes in danger, and \oX risk infecWing man\ more.

Ask \oXrself: WoXld \oX raWher Whem be in isolaWion for a coXple of Zeeks, or lose Whem foreYer?

The ansZer Wo WhaW qXesWion is obYioXs. BXW some people sWill don·W seem Wo geW ZhaW is aW sWake here. OXr police are acWiYel\

inYesWigaWing reporWs WhaW 36 Fiji AirZa\s ÁighW aWWendanWs haYe blaWanWl\ YiolaWed Wheir self-qXaranWine, sharing grog and

inWeracWing ZiWh Wheir friends and caregiYers from oXWside Whe qXaranWine area.

To Whose noW folloZing oXr insWrXcWions, I haYe Wo ask: Is Whis a joke Wo \oX? WhaW in God·s name are \oX Whinking? While

Fijians in LaXWoka are liYing Xnder a lockdoZn, Zhile oXr healWh Zorkers Zork da\ and nighW Wo WesW and WreaW paWienWs, and

Zhile Whe¬elderl\ are resWricWed Wo Wheir homes, Whese Fijians are spiWWing on all of Whe sacriÀces Wheir felloZ Fijians are making

Wo keep oXr coXnWr\ safe.

Self-qXaranWine isn·W a YolXnWar\ measXre. IW·s noW simpl\ a ´nice Whing Wo doµ. IW is a compXlsor\, legall\-mandaWed order. And

Whese Fijians Zill be inYesWigaWed. If necessar\, Whe\ Zill be arresWed, charged and pXnished accordingl\. So, if \oX haYe been

direcWed Wo self-qXaranWine and \oX·re hearing Whis message, ask \oXrself: Where ZoXld \oX raWher be? QXaranWined in Whe

comforW of \oXr home for 14 da\s, or in prison for YiolaWing Whe laZ?

In Fiji, being a ÁighW aWWendanW is a highl\-compeWiWiYe job ²² hXndreds, if noW WhoXsands, of Fijians sWriYe for each posiWion

Àlled. IW shoXld be a posiWion \oX hold ZiWh pride, and one \oX don·W Wake for granWed. BecaXse I can sa\ WhaW if irresponsible

behaYioXr like Whis conWinXes, Fiji AirZa\s shoXld noW hesiWaWe Wo clean hoXse and replace \oX ZiWh people Zho Wake Wheir dXW\

of care serioXsl\. YoXr behaYioXr in-ÁighW, and Whe proWecWiYe measXres WhaW \oX Wake Wo ensXre Whe safeW\ of \oXr cabin, shoXld

be no differenW Whan Whe\ are on Whe groXnd Zhen \oX·re caring for \oXr oZn commXniW\.

If Ze hadn·W been alerWed of Whis breach, and eYen one of Whese ÁighW aWWendanWs had COVID-19 ²² Zho When shared a bilo ZiWh

35 oWhers, Zho Zere When in conWacW ZiWh oWhers sWill from oXWside of qXaranWine ²² Whe siWXaWion coXld qXickl\ spiral oXW of
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conWrol. LeW·s assXme Whe\ infecWed Whree oWhers, jXsW like oXr ÀrsW paWienW. LeW·s When assXme Whose Whree people each infecWed

Whree more, and each da\, WhaW nXmber mXlWiplied. In a maWWer of da\s, hXndreds ZoXld be infecWed. In a maWWer of aboXW one

Zeek, Ze·d be Walking WhoXsands of cases.

This is precisel\ Whe paWh Ze·Ye seen oWher coXnWries Zho failed Wo Wake Whis YirXs serioXsl\ from Whe sWarW. In IWal\, Whe\ haYe

one of Whe mosW deYeloped healWhcare s\sWems in Whe Zorld, bXW Whe\·re Xp Wo nearl\ 7,000 deaWhs. There are hearWbreaking

sWories of docWors being forced Wo choose beWZeen paWienWs based on Wheir age; knoZing WhaW Whe\ don·W haYe enoXgh resoXrces

Wo saYe eYer\ paWienW, especiall\ Whe elderl\ and YXlnerable. If \oX haYe a momenW, go online, Ànd a Yideo of an IWalian hospiWal

and \oX·ll see e[acWl\ ZhaW I·m Walking aboXW.

In Fiji, Ze·re Zorking oYerWime Wo aYoid WhaW nighWmare scenario. We are qXickl\ acqXiring neZ beds and YenWilaWors, and

Waking oWher measXres WhaW Zill be annoXnced b\ oXr HonoXrable AWWorne\-General and MinisWer for Econom\ in WomorroZ·s

sXpplemenWar\ bXdgeW address. BXW Whe facW is, if ZhaW happened in IWal\ happens in Fiji, oXr healWhcare s\sWem ZoXld bXckle.

The grim realiW\ is WhaW in Fiji, Whe nXmber of deaWhs for Whis man\ cases ZoXld likel\ be mXch, mXch higher.

Globall\, some coXnWries are combaWing Whis YirXs more effecWiYel\ Whan oWhers. SoXWh Korea has shoZn e[emplar\ Yiral

managemenW. The name of Whe game for Whe SoXWh Koreans is Whis: EfÀcienW WesWing, efÀcienW Wracing, WraYel bans, efÀcienW

isolaWing and efÀcienW qXaranWining. We·re adhering Wo Whose same sWeps ²² ZiWh a focXs on efÀcienc\ ²² Wo keep Whis siWXaWion

Xnder conWrol here in Fiji.

BXW eYen ZiWh all of oXr ofÀcers, docWors, nXrses and e[perWs, Ze cannoW sXcceed ZiWhoXW Whe aid of eYer\ Fijian. I·m going Wo

keep sa\ing Whis XnWil eYer\one geWs iW: Fiji is aW Zar ZiWh Whe coronaYirXs. We cannoW see oXr enem\. BXW Ze mXsW acW as if Whe

enem\ is in oXr midsW aW all Wimes. YoX can join Whe ÀghW b\ Zashing \oXr hands ZiWh soap and ZaWer, pracWicing ph\sical

disWancing ²² remember, WZo meWres· disWance is safesW ²² and folloZing an\ and eYer\ direcWiYe giYen Wo \oX b\ aXWhoriWies.

And if \oX·re Wold Wo qXaranWine, do iW. Do iW, or Ze·ll make \oX do iW.

Toda\ cerWainl\ meriWed a scolding, bXW iW also meriWs a big Yinaka Wo Whose Nadi residenWs Zho haYe shoZn Whe besW of Fiji b\

reporWing Whese issXes as soon as Whe\ came Wo lighW. An\one else Zho sees an\Whing amoXnWing Wo a YiolaWion of oXr healWh

proWecWion measXres shoXld call Whe police immediaWel\.

Fiji noZ has WZo cases imporWed from oYerseas. From WomorroZ, Nadi AirporW Zill be ofÀciall\ shXW doZn Wo all schedXled

passenger WraYel. There are cXrrenWl\ Whree ÁighWs inboXnd Wo Fiji carr\ing Fijians reWXrning home from oYerseas, Whese

passengers Zill all be reqXired Wo self-qXaranWine for 14 da\s Xpon arriYal.

We knoZ Where are sWill some Fijians oYerseas seeking Wo come home. We·re e[ploring safe, loZ-risk eYacXaWion measXres Wo

geW Whese folks home. We·re also Zorking closel\ ZiWh embassies here in Fiji Wo repaWriaWe foreign naWionals sWill on oXr shores

and geW Whem home as Zell.

We·re serioXsl\ concerned aboXW Whe YirXs eYer reaching an\ of oXr oXWer island commXniWies. From Whis SXnda\, Whe 29Wh of

March, all passenger WraYel Wo oXr oXWer islands Zill cease. Shipping lines for freighW Zill conWinXe ²² ZiWh increased bXlk bXW
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http://www.health.gov.fj

decreased freqXenc\ ²² Wo ensXre food and oWher essenWial goods are sXpplied across oXr islands. An\one Zho regXlarl\ WraYels

Whese roXWes shoXld decide oYer Whe ne[W foXr da\s Zhere Whe\·d prefer Wo spend Whe ne[W feZ monWhs.

OXr ban on gaWherings of 20 or more people remains in effecW. I ZanW Wo make sXre eYer\ Fijian knoZs WhaW, if \oX haYe a deaWh

in Whe famil\, \oX can proceed ZiWh a bXrial, so long as \oX limiW an\ gaWherings Wo feZer Whan 20 people.

GiYen Whe nXmber of Fijians in isolaWion and Xnder compXlsor\ self-qXaranWine, iW is likel\ Ze·ll conÀrm more cases in Whe near

fXWXre. ThaW is Zh\ iW·s YiWal eYer\one, eYer\Zhere in Fiji, conWinXes Wo aYoid all non-essenWial WraYel. Children shoXld sWa\ aW

home. The elderl\ shoXld sWa\ aW home. For eYer\one else, oXWside of going Wo Zork, bX\ing food, medicine or essenWial goods,

geWWing mone\ or accessing a life-sXsWaining serYice, do noW leaYe Whe hoXse.

M\ felloZ Fijians, Whe aYerage age of oXr ÀYe conÀrmed COVID-19 paWienWs in Fiji is 27 \ears old. LeW WhaW go Wo shoZ, none

of Xs are immXne. ThoXgh some age groXps Zill see more deadl\ effecWs, all of Xs can caWch Whe YirXs and pass iW on Wo oWhers;

all of Xs mXsW acW Wo preYenW oXrselYes from becoming carriers. All iW can Wake is one person ²² one single person of an\ age ²²

Wo make bad decisions Zhile carr\ing Whe YirXs, and sXddenl\ Whis oXWbreak is oXW of conWrol.

As I said \esWerda\: Be diligenW. Be compassionaWe. And pXW Whose YalXes inWo pracWice in eYer\Whing \oX do.

If \oX, or someone \oX·Ye had conWacW ZiWh, has recenWl\ WraYelled oYerseas and \oX are e[periencing Whe s\mpWoms of

COVID-19 ²² eYen if Whose s\mpWoms are as mild as a sore WhroaW or coXgh ²² immediaWel\ call Whe folloZing nXmbers:

In Whe CenWral DiYision call 2219905; 

In Whe EasWern DiYision call 2219906; 

In Whe WesWern DiYision call 2219907; and 

In Whe NorWhern DiYision call 2219908.

I·ll noZ WXrn Whings oYer Wo Dr TXdraYX.

Vinaka YakaleYX. Thank \oX, and God bless Fiji.

PRESS RELEASE

32 fever clinics operational around Fiji in response to COVID-19
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�  March 28, 2020 #  Riaz Hassan

LasW UpdaWed on 7 monWhs b\ There are cXrrenWl\ 5 conÀrmed COVID-19 cases in Fiji.¬ There haYe been no neZ cases since

Wednesda\ 25 March. As of Frida\, 27 March, a WoWal of 32 feYer clinics haYe been seWXp and are fXll\ operaWional aroXnd Whe

coXnWr\ as Fiji ramps Xp iWs rapid response Wo COVID-19. [«]

PRESS RELEASE

Dengue remains a concern
�  February 3, 2016 #  Riaz Hassan

LasW UpdaWed on 5 \ears b\ WiWh a WoWal of 85 dengXe conÀrmed cases being reporWed for JanXar\ so far, Whe HealWh MinisWr\

conWinXes Wo remind Whe pXblic Wo Wake necessar\ precaXWion Wo keep Wheir sXrroXndings free of an\ dengXe mosqXiWo breeding

recepWacles. WhaW can \oX do: CXW: grass in \oXr compoXnd regXlarl\ Clean: blocked [«]

PRESS RELEASE

Media Release 3: 2019 Novel Coronavirus
�  January 27, 2020 #  Riaz Hassan

LasW UpdaWed on 10 monWhs b\ Ria] Hassan MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES DaWe: 27/01/2020 ¬ Media

Release 3: 2019 NoYel CoronaYirXs The MinisWr\ of HealWh and Medical SerYices healWh Weam aW Whe Nadi InWernaWional AirporW

receiYed noWiÀcaWion from Fiji AirZa\s of si[ ill Chinese naWional passengers onboard Apia-Nadi ÁighW FJ 254 shorWl\ prior

[«]
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